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Watch Out for the Visual Cliff!

Scientific American 

By Gibson, E.J, & Walk, R. D. (1960)

Directions:  Read the attached article and answer the following questions.Your answers must be handwritten in the space provided.

1. Describe the visual cliff apparatus in detail and provide a brief diagram to help support your answer.

2. How does the apparatus meet ethical standards to conduct experimentation on depth perception?

3. What position did Gibson and Walk take within the inborn or learned controversy and what does that mean (stated in your own words)?

4. For the original study using human subjects, describe the sample. 

5. Why was a particular age selected and what problem may it pose in answering the question of whether depth perception is inborn or learned?

6. How could researchers get around this “later” age issue?

7. Gibson and Walk report on the behavior of kittens, chicks, and even turtles on the visual cliff. Do their findings seem to hold from one species to another? 
8. How does the research on various animals support the evolutionary theory?

9. What were the results for human subjects and what do these results reveal about depth perception?  

10. Psychologists, and particularly developmental psychologists, are vitally concerned about the so-called nature-nurture controversy. That is, they seek to determine the influences of our nature (heredity and maturation) and our nurture (learning experiences, nutrition, etc.) on our behavior and mental processes. Does the study by Gibson and Walk appear to offer more support for nature or nurture in the perceptual development of the infant? 

