“How Siegfried Was Slain” Guided Reading
Standard English I - Staunton

Directions: To help you better understand the story, answer the questions as you read “How Siegfried Was Slain” on pg. 635-643 in your textbook. 

The two major devices that we will be looking at in this story are foreshadowing– the use of clues in a narrative to suggest what is to come – and drawing inferences about a character. “How Siegfried Was Slain” is a selection from the epic The Nibelungenlied.

Review topics: Foreshadowing, inferencing, epic, epic hero, tragic flaw, compare and contrast, and personification.


About The Nibelungenlied (pg. 635)

1. The Nibelungenlied is the national epic of which country?


2. The hero of The Nibelungenlied is Siefried. How does Siegfried become protected from all wounds?


3. Where is Siegfried vulnerable? 



“How Siegfried Was Slain” (pg. 637-643)

4. The first paragraph directly foreshadows much of the action in this selection. What do you learn in this paragraph? (Pages 637 & 638.)



5. What does Kriemhild’s dream foreshadow? (Page 638.)



6. What is revealed about Siedfried’s character by his response to Hagen’s hunting challenge? (Page 639.)




7. What is different about the horn blowing in this excerpt from The Nibelungenlied compared with the horn blowing in The Song of Roland? (Hint: Think about the timing of the horn blowing in each story. Page 639 & The Song of Roland Page 610.)




8. What does this description of Siegfried reveal about him? (Page 640.)



9. What details does the narrator include to convey an atmosphere of comic chaos? (Page 640.)



10. How is the death of Siegfried similar to and different from that of Roland in The Song of Roland? (Page 642.)



11. “...he was no longer able to stand. His strength had ebbed away, for in the field of his bright countenance he now displayed Death’s token. Soon many fair ladies would be weeping for him.” What do these lines foreshadow? (Page 642.)



12. What is Siegfried’s tragic flaw, and how does it lead to his downfall? (Hint: A tragic flaw is an error in character that leads to a character’s downfall. Page 642.)



13. How is death personified in the epic? (Hint: Personification is giving human characteristics to something nonhuman. Page 643.)
